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Gift and Fund Acceptance Policy

Accountability Lab is building a new generation of active citizens and responsible leaders around the world. In order to build accountability in this way, we hold ourselves to the highest standards of dignity, excellence and diversity. As such, we work to develop integrity-rich relationships with all stakeholders in our work, including citizens, communities, partners and funders. Accountability Lab is a registered 501c3 not-for-profit organization with Network Labs around the world. We therefore seek to both raise and earn mission-aligned funds that can help us grow and improve what we do. This document guides in understanding when and from whom to accept gifts and funding for the organization.

We follow a number of key principles when accepting funds of any kind.

Accountability Lab does:

· Accept gifts that support the primary mission and activities of the organization; 
· Seek out funding partners who make gifts where the primary benefit is the quality and integrity of our programs; 
· Seek to diversify funding to reduce risk to the organization and wherever possible develop unrestricted funding support to allow the organization to operate with flexibility;
· Work with funders who understand that when building accountability, it is critically important that their own funding relationships are transparent;
· Disclose all funding relationships publicly on our website and in relevant written public reports;
· Treat donors with respect at all times- we adhere to the Donor Bill of Rights;
· Work to ensure that all donors and funders for our Network Labs around the world adhere to similar guidelines when supporting those Labs.

Accountability Lab does not:

· Work with any funders- philanthropic, corporate or individual- that we feel do not adhere to our organizational values;
· Accept gifts that are restricted in ways that harm our ability to operate as a cohesive organization; 
· Accept funds that would damage our reputation or have a negative effect on future giving;
· Accept any sponsored content on any of our websites;
· Accept any gifts that will be too difficult for the organization to use or dispose of, or that will lead to legal obligations that the organization is unable to bear. 

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]We review this policy annually to ensure that it remains relevant and include it in our employee handbook so that all Accountability Lab staff are aware of these guidelines. It is also posted on our website so that all potential partners and funders can access it.

Contact: Blair Glencorse- Executive Director: blair@accountabilitylab.org and +1-202-294-8331
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